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at Baghdad through his younger brother Muizz-ad-dauleh,
while he prosecuted further conquests in Georgia and
Tabarestan. In 356 A.H. (966 A.D.) Muizz-ad-dauleh died
of a flux, and was succeeded by his son Bakhtiar, sur-
named Izz-ad-dauleh, a worthless prince, " given up to
women and singers," and possessed of but one idea, that
of blackmailing his unfortunate subjects. NOT was even
the Khalifa secure from his requisitions, as the reigning
representative of the prophet found to his cost. In
spite of his protest that nothing was left to him save
the empty honour of Ms title and the prayers of the
faithful, the unhappy Al Mutieh was compelled to sell
all his furniture and pay the proceeds, some 40,000
" drachmas," over to Izz-ad-dauleh, his protector and
lieutenant.

Bakhtiar's tyranny and licence afforded Azad-ad-
dauleh his opportunity. In 357 A.H. (967 A.D.) the
latter seized Herman, and when in 364 A.H. Bakhtiar
found himself in trouble with his Turkish troops, Azad
intervened, entered Baghdad, and forced Bakhtiar to
abdicate* Bukn-ad-dauleh, however, strongly disapproved
of his son's action, and upon the receipt of a complaint
from Marzban, the son of Izz-ad-dauleh, he compelled
Azad to restore the deposed prince and to retire from
Irak.

In 366 A.H. (976 A.D.) Eukn-ad-dauleh died. The
supreme power throughout the Buwayhid dominions he
left to Azad, while under their elder brother's suzerainty
Hamadhan with the mountain district and Ispahan with
the adjoining territory were bequeathed to Fakhr-ad-
dauleh and Muwayid-ad-dauleh respectively. His father
being out of the way, Azad renewed his aggressions upon
Irak. Bakhtiar was defeated at Aliwaz, and Basrah